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and at their summits nowhere else have the minerals brought up to
the surface been so well preserved from the action of denuding
forces as in the Central Andes but in no other highly mineralized
region do most of the ores lie at such high altitudes or in such
bare and wild mountain country as they do from Ecuador to southern
Chile Even within the tropics many of the richer deposits are
situated quite near the snow line sometimes as in Bolivia, on rugged
spurs between the glaciers

CHAPTER XXXVI
COLOMBIA AND ECUADOR
1   Structure and Rehef
TO the north and south of the mountain knot in southern
Colombia the character of the Andes is very different
On the north they fall away to the Pacific or to the Atlantic
in a series of diverging ranges to the south they assume
the broad plateau formation of Peru and Bolivia. The
Western Cordillera is broken by comparatively low passes
in Colombia but in Ecuador it offers such a barrier to
transport from the Pacific that the railway from Guayaquil
has to climb nearly 11000 feet to reach the plateau In
Colombia two great ranges swing away from the Pacific
towards the north east (Of these the West Indies are a
partly submerged extension) Valleys thus open out which
allow the incoming ocean influences access far into the
interior a great contrast to the conditions farther south
The Central American chain which forms the Panama
bridge is a low range structurally quite distinct from the
Andes
The mountain fold dose to the Pacific   known as tbe
Coastal Range is here much higher than it is farther south
and diverts the streams to the northward.   This arrangement